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“Our New Supreme Court:
Any Lessons from the US?”
ALBA is delighted to be hosting a joint seminar with UCL on the new Supreme Court.
The speaker will be Judge Louis Pollak, who is currently a distinguished judicial visitor at UCL. Judge Pollak is an outstanding constitutional lawyer, a former Dean of Yale Law School and then Pennsylvania Law School.  Before that, as a practitioner, he was part of the successful team in Brown v Board of Education. In 1978 Judge Pollak was appointed to his current position as Judge of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania.
The seminar will be chaired by Lord Bingham.
The meeting is on Wednesday 23rd February, 5.45pm – 7.15 pm, in the Inner Temple Luncheon Room.  It is being registered for 1.5 CPD points. 
All are welcome.
ALBA’s ANNUAL DINNER 2005

Booking is now open for ALBA’s Annual Dinner on Thursday 14th April (reception at 7.30pm for 8pm dinner). It will be held at the Design Museum, which is on the South Bank overlooking Tower Bridge. Dress: lounge suits. A booking form is attached and, although the deadline for applications is 31st March, an early reply is encouraged.  Please send all completed booking forms and cheques to Julie Albreksten, ALBA’s administrative assistant, at Matrix, Griffin Building, Gray’s Inn, WC1R 5LN. Any queries about the dinner should be addressed by e-mail to Julie at juliealbrektsen@matrixlaw.co.uk
Future Meetings and Plans: Dates for Diaries

Apart from the Supreme Court seminar and Annual Dinner, plans include: 

17th March 2005: National Security in the courts and the use of special advocates. Andrew Nicol QC, Ian Burnett QC and Eric Metcalfe of JUSTICE will address an ALBA seminar on this subject.  The venue is The Spy Room, Gray’s Inn.
We are planning a seminar on monetary remedies in May, at which Prof Paul Craig, Duncan Fairgrieve and Clive Lewis will speak.
In June a seminar on Government responsibility for action abroad will be addressed by speakers including Prof. Conor Gearty.

28th September 2005: Now we are Five: the Human Rights Act Five Years On
Speakers to include Anthony Lester QC. Venue Inner Temple Hall.

6th December 2005: Article 14 of the ECHR and deference

Speakers Lord Justice Laws and Prof. David Feldman. Venue The Spy Room, Gray’s Inn.

 Change of Date
Please note that in order to avoid a clash with another lecture (the Hamlyn Lecture to be given by Prof. Conor Gearty), the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Woolf, has kindly agreed to deliver the 2005 ALBA Annual Lecture on Wednesday 23rd November (not 10th November 2005 as previously announced). The venue for the lecture remains Inner Temple Hall, and it will be registered for 1 CPD point. 
Other Meetings of Interest to Members

•
The Chancery Bar Association, The Commercial Bar Association (COMBAR) and The London Common Law and Commercial Bar Association (LCLCBA) have kindly said that ALBA members are welcome to attend a seminar which they are arranging on “QUEEN'S COUNSEL:  THE NEW PROCESS FOR SELECTION AND APPOINTMENT”. The meeting is being held in INNER TEMPLE HALL, on TUESDAY 22 FEBRUARY 2005 at 5.15pm with drinks to follow. The seminar panel will include:  Aikens J, Blackburne J, William Blair QC, Charles Purle QC, Richard Salter QC, Carolyn Walton and Robin Knowles QC.
IMPORTANT NOTE: This seminar is suitable for all members of the profession, and not simply those who may be candidates for appointment as Queen's Counsel now or in the future.  For example, under the new process any practitioner who has led a candidate or been led by a candidate in a substantial, complex, difficult or sensitive case may be asked to act as a referee.

Please reserve your place at this seminar by email to admin@combar.com or by phone to 020 7404 2022 (Veronica Kendall, Administrator, COMBAR).
•
Seminar on “Reforming the Law of Royal Prerogative”:  Seminar hosted by Constitutional Law Group of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law on 16th February 2005 17.15 – 19.15 at the BIICL, Russell Square, London.  Chair: Mr Justice Beatson. Speakers: Prof. Rodney Brazier and Michael Fordham. Further details from Anthony Bradley, AWBradley@aol.com.

BAILII is Five Years Old

Five years old last November, the free access website at www.bailii.org carries a vast quantity of contemporary statutory material and judgments from all the British and Irish courts.  Its links with www.worldlii.org provide easy access to similar sites overseas.  BAILII now holds all substantive Administrative Court judgments since January 2003: new judgments appear as soon as they are available.

BAILII’s core funding is met by bodies like the Bar Council, the Law Society, the Inns of Court and the Court Service.  For extras, it seeks external funding.  Matrix Chambers recently gave £3,000 to enable BAILII to carry 15 years of EAT cases. The trustees, chaired by Lord Justice Brooke, now seek help to create comprehensive coverage of ECHR caselaw, with immediate links from judgments already on the site.

Other Bar Associations give BAILII £1,000 or £2,000 a year. ALBA cannot do this, but the committee hopes that ALBA members may be willing to help BAILII with GiftAid donations, either individually or through their chambers. By so doing, they will help not only themselves but also other legal service providers who cannot afford access to commercial databases, for whom BAILII is a godsend.

All inquiries to joe.ury@sas.ac.uk. 

Jemima Stratford, Hon Sec.

Brick Court Chambers, 7-8 Essex Street, London WC2R 3LD
Change of Address: Please send any notifications of change of address to Deok Joo Rhee, Acting Membership Secretary, ALBA, 11 Kings’ Bench Walk, London EC4Y 7EQ, rhee@11kbw.com
To:
Julie Albreksten
Matrix
Griffin Building
Gray’s Inn

London WC1R 5LN
DX 400 Chancery Lane
ALBA ANNUAL DINNER

Thursday 14th April 2005 at The Design Museum, South Bank
Reception 7.30pm for 8pm Dinner

Please reserve me  ………  places at the dinner, at a cost of £70 per place and/or please reserve me ……… places at the dinner at a cost of £50 per place. (Please note, the lower rate is only available to those under 5 years call and there are only a limited number of places available at that price.)

I enclose a cheque made out to the “Administrative Law Bar Association” (or “ALBA”).

Name:

Address:

E mail address:

Any dietary requirements:

Please return this form, by post or DX (no applications by e mail or fax, please), to Julie Albreksten at the above address.

Please note that cheques must accompany applications to reserve your place.  Your reservation will be acknowledged by e mail or post: please therefore include an address for acknowledgement.

Applications must be received by 31 March 2005, at the latest, although places will be reserved on a first come first served basis before then. Dress: lounge suits.
