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Recent Developments in Administrative Court Practice and Procedure

For ALBA’s next seminar we are fortunate to have the Judge in Charge of the Administrative Court, Maurice Kay J, who has agreed to speak on recent developments in Court practice and procedure.  This will be an opportunity for members to hear an authoritative account of recent trends in the work of the Administrative Court, and of the operation of specific parts of its machinery.  There will be an opportunity for members to put questions and comments to the Judge; for example : how do you find that the Urgent Procedure works?  Does the Duty Judges regime cater adequately for out of hours Administrative Court business?  Have Human Rights Act challenges been fully integrated into ordinary applications for JR?

The meeting will be held on Tuesday 4th November 2003, starting at 6.00 pm, at 39 Essex Street.  ALBA’s Annual General Meeting (see below) will be held immediately before the seminar, starting at 5.30pm.  All are welcome, and the meeting is free with no tickets required. There will be drinks afterwards.  The meeting is being registered for CPD points.

ALBA’s Annual General Meeting 2003
ALBA’s AGM will take place at 39 Essex Street on Tuesday 4th November 2003 at 5.30pm, immediately before the Seminar with Maurice Kay J, at 39 Essex Street.  Any member who wishes to stand for election to the Committee should send notice to the Membership Secretary (at the address set out below) at least a week in advance, naming a proposer and seconder, both of whom must be members of ALBA.

Address: Karen Steyn, ALBA Membership Secretary, 11 King’s Bench Walk, Temple, London EC4Y 7EQ or e mail: steyn@11kbw.com

Future Meetings and Plans: Dates for Diaries

4 November 2003: Mr Justice Maurice Kay on developments in the Administrative Court

A seminar on the Administrative Court with the judge in charge of the Court.

26 November 2003: ALBA Annual Lecture: Rabinder Singh QC, “Equality: The Neglected Virtue”

To be held at the Old Theatre, London School of Economics, at 6pm.  All ALBA Members welcome; tickets not required.  Reception after the lecture.
On a date to be fixed: The Rt Hon David Blunkett MP 

… on a topic connected with the constitutional relationship between the executive and the judiciary.  Further details in due course.

January 2004: Legal Responses to September 11

We are organising a seminar to survey and debate the various legal responses, primarily in the UK, to the events of September 11.

Other Meetings of Interest to Members

•
The Constitutional Law Group of the British Institute of International and Comparative Law (BIICL) is holding a seminar on Monday, 27 October at the British Institute on the Government's proposal for a Supreme Court for the UK, chaired by Lord Steyn.  The panel of speakers will include Lord Rodger of Earlsferry.  


Admission to the seminars will cost £20, but is free to members of the Constitutional Law Group of the BIICL.  Members of ALBA wishing to join the Group should send their details and a subscription of £10 (payable to BIICL) to Dr Mads Andenas, BIICL,17 Russell Square, WC1B 4DR.

•
The Rt Hon Lord Steyn will deliver the 27th Mann Lecture, sponsored by Herbert Smith, on “Human Rights Post-Guantanamo Bay”: see notice enclosed with this Newsletter.  The lecture takes place on Tuesday 25th November at 5pm, in the Old Hall, Lincoln’s Inn
•
The Law Reform Committee’s Third Annual Lecture will be delivered by Lord Lester of Herne Hill QC, entitled “The Human Rights Act 1998 – Five Years On” on Tuesday 25th November 2003, followed by a reception.  (Free) tickets can be obtained from: Jane Bye, Executive Secretary, Law Reform Committee, 3 Bedford Row, London WC1R 4DB (janbye@barcouncil.org.uk).
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Blackstone Chambers, Blackstone House, Temple
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Meetings of Interest to Members (continued)

•
Second Clifford Chance/Essex Law Lecture.  Lord Hope of Craighead will deliver this lecture, entitled “Torture”, on 28th January 2004 at the offices of Clifford Chance.  If you would like to attend, please contact Ann Woodings, Co-ordinator for International and External Law Programmes, School of Law, University of Essex, Wivenhoe Park, Colchester CO4 3SQ (or annw@essex.ac.uk), mentioning that you are an ALBA member.

ADVOCATES FOR THE CROWN’S CIVIL LITIGATION

LONDON A, B AND C PANELS AND SPECIAL ADVOCATES

We have been asked by the Treasury Solicitors to draw attention to advertisements for appointment to the Crown’s Civil Litigation London A, B and C Panels.  Membership of the London panels is open to both barristers and solicitors with the appropriate qualifications.  Advocates must have a London practice address and a tenancy (barristers) or a higher court advocacy qualification (solicitors).  Applicants for the C Panel should have between two and five years’ experience in actual practice (from end of 2nd six months’ pupillage for barristers, date of commencement of advocacy for solicitors); for the B Panel between five and ten; and for the A Panel over ten years.  There is at present a particular need for advocates with knowledge of both criminal and public law.

An application pack may be obtained by e-mail from csimson@treasury-solicitor.gsi.gov.uk. In addition, application packs are available from www.treasury-solicitor.gov.uk in downloadable format.  Alternatively applicants may telephone 020 7210 3002 (answer-phone).  Completed application forms must be returned by noon on Friday 21 November 2003.  Appointments are likely to be announced in January/February 2004.
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